A 


SERMON, 

“Preached  before  His  Grace 

Ch  arles  Duke  of  Richmond , 

Lenox,  and  Aubigny, 

PRESIDENT; 

AND  THE 

GOVERNORS 

OF  THE 

LONDON  HOSPITAL , 

o  R, 

1  N  F  1  R  MART, 

FOR  THE 

Relief  of  Sick  and  Difcafed  Perfons,  efpecially 
Manufacturers,  and  Seamen  in  Merchant- 
Service,  &>c. 

A  T  T  H  E 

Parifh-Church  of  St,  Lawrence- J ezvry 9 

On  Thursday,  April  6,  1749. 

By  JOHN  Lord  Bijhop  of  LINCOLN. 

Publilhed  at  the  Requeft  of  the  President  and  Governors, 


LONDON: 

Printed  by  H.  Wood  fall,  in  Pater-Nofter-Row * 


j?  [  THO 


LUKE,  Chap.  XIX.  Ver.  41. 


And  when  he  was  come  near ,  he  beheld 
the  City ,  and  wept  over  it. 


WE  read  in  the  Hiftory  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour’s  Life,  that  he  wept  on  fundry 
Occafions.  Once  at  the  Funeral  of 
1  Lazarus , —  to  fhevv  how  deeply  he  was  af¬ 
fected  with  a  Senfe  of  the  Mfferies  of  human 
Nature,  and  of  Death  being  firft  introduced 
into  the  World  by  Sin.  Another  Time  of  his 
weeping  was  at  his  Paffion,  when  he  4  offered 
up  Supplications  with  Jlrong  Crying  and  Tears— 
not  fo  much  from  a  Senfe  of  the  Sufferings  he 
was  willing  to  undergo,  as  from  forefeeing 
how  great  a  Part  of  Mankind,  thro’  their  own 
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Folly  and  Obftinacy,  would  be  little  benefited 
by  that  great  Salvation ,  which  he  purchafed 
for  us  at  fo  dear  a  Price.  And  here  he  fheds 
Tears  over  Jerufalem ,  from  a  Senfe  of  its  ap¬ 
proaching  Ruin.  1  For  the  Days ,  fays  he, 
Jhall  come  upon  thee ,  that  thine  Enemies  Jhall 
cajl  a  French  about  thee ,  and  compaf  thee  rounds 
and  keep  thee  in  on  every  Side ,  and  j, hall  lay 
thee  even  with  the  Ground ,  and  thy  Children 
within  thee ,  and  they  Jhall  not  leave  in  thee  one 
Stone  upon  another :  becaufe  thou  knewejl  not  the 
'Time  of  thy  V i fit  at  ion ;  and  he  foretells  the 
Greatnefs  of  their  Tribulation  to  be  2  fuch,  as 
was  not  fince  the  Beginning  of  the  World  to  that 
Time ,  no,  nor  ever  fall  be. 

Look  into  the  Hiftory  of  the  Siege  of  Jeru- 
falem ,  and  you  will  find,  that  it  was  involved 
in  all  the  Circumftances  foretold  by  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  and  that  no  Calamity  was  ever  equal 
to  the  Diftrefs  of  that  City.  For  the  Jews 
had  then,  at  the  fame  Time,  three  different 
Enemies  to  encounter  with;  a  numerous  Army 
before  their  Gates,  a  Sedition  within  their 
Walls,  and  a  Famine  within  their  Bowels. 
No  one  poflefied  of  common  Good-nature  can 

>9 

1  Luke  XIX.  43.  *  Mattb,  XXIV.  21. 

read 


(  5  ) 

read  the  Particulars  of  that  Siege,  at  this  Di- 
ftance  of  Time,  without  dropping  a  Tear. 
What  Effect  then  mull  it  have  had  on  a  pre- 
fent  Spe&utor,  if  any  could  have  been  a  Spec¬ 
tator  without  being  an  a&ual  Sufferer  ?  But 
fuch  was  our  Saviour.  Pie  had  all  thefe  Scenes 
of  Plorror  under  his  Eye.  Pie  forefaw  all  the 
Calamities  as  prefen t.  Pie  was  then  on  the 
very  Spot  of  Ground,  by  Mount  Olivet ,  where 
the  Romans  afterwards  pitched  their  Camp  ; 
and  at  the  fame  Seafon  of  the  Year,  when  the 
City  was  in  veiled,  a  little  before  the  Feaft  of 
the  Paffover.  The  Time,  the  Place,  the 
whole  Scene  of  Defolation  was  before  him. 
And  to  demonflrate  that  he  had  ailumed  Hu¬ 
manity,  and  was  moved  with  a  Senfe  of  the 
Sufferings  of  our  Nature  —  as  he  drew  near , 
and  beheld  the  City ,  he  wept  over  it . — Teach¬ 
ing  us,  by  his  own  Example,  an  important 
Leffon,  which  is  not  unfuitable  to  the  Occa- 
fion  of  our  affembling  here  at  this  Time,  name¬ 
ly,  that  of  fhewing  Pity  and  Compaffion  to 
our  Fellow-creatures  in  Diftrefs, 

In  order  then  to  recommend  to  your  Imi¬ 
tation  the  Example  of  Tendernefs,  which  our 
Lord  and  Matter  has  here  fet  us,  I  (hall  firft 
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fpeak  of  the  Nature  of  Companion  in  general., 
and  then  proceed  to  the  Objects  of  your  pre- 
fent  Companion. 


I.  And  firft  of  Compaffion  in  general.  If 
we  fearch  into  the  Conftitution  of  the  human 
Mind,  we  find  that  God  has  placed  within  us 
two  Kinds  of  Propenfions,  very  diftind  from 
each  other,  one  for  the  Prefer vation  and  Ha  p- 
pinefs  of  the  Individual,  and  the  other  for  the 
Union,  and  mutual  Support  of  the  whole 
Species.  Of  the  former  Kind  are  Self-Love, 
and  the  Senfations  of  Plunger,  Thirft,  and 
Fatigue,  prompting  us  to  cherifh  and  re.reih 
our  Beings.  And  if  God  had  not  dehgned  us 
for  Social  Life,  Nature  would  have  ftopt  here. 
We  fhould  not  have  been  furnifhed  with  other 
unneceffary  Affedions.  But  as  our  natural 
Wants  and  Weakneffes  are  fuch,  as  render  the 
Afliftance  of  our  Fellow-Creatures  neceffary  to 
our  well-being,  and  this  cannot  be  expeded, 
but  from  a  mutual  Intercourfe  and  Exchange 
of  good  Offices ;  and  as  we  were  originally  in¬ 
tended  to  ad  as  well  in  public  as  private  Ca¬ 
pacities  ;  therefore  God  has  alfo  planted  in  oui 
Conftitutrons  powerful  Incitements  to  promote 
the  common  Welfare.  Of  this  Kind  are,  Love 
2  COn" 
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conjugal  and  parental,  Friend  (Lip,  Charity, 
and  univerfal  Benevolence;  which  are  all  na¬ 
tural  Senfations,  confpiring  with  the  private 
Affections  to  improve  the  general  Happinefs. 

More  particularly,  Providence  has  fo  or¬ 
dered  this  World,  that  in  it  Distinctions  necef- 
farily  arife  of  High  and  Low,  Rich  and  Poor, 
Prosperous  and  Adverfe ;  and  as  thefe  are  but 
too  apt  to  weaken  the  Connexion,  which  ought 
naturally  to  fubfift  between  Creatures  of  the 
fame  Nature,  and  originally  of  the  fame  Fa¬ 
mily  and  Blood,  therefore  God,  in  his  graci¬ 
ous  Providence,  has  interwoven  in  the  human 
Frame  a  ftrong  Propenfion  to  Compaffion. 
And,  furely,  with  a  wife  Defign  ;  for,  with¬ 
out  this  Sympathy  of  Nature,  Men  would  be 
greatly  deficient  in  thofe  kind  Offices  of  Cha¬ 
rity,  which,  in  the  Viciffitude  of  human  Af¬ 
fairs,  are  reciprocally  wanted.  All  Accefs 
would  otherwife  be  denied  to  the  Indigent  and 
Miferable.  They  would  have  no  Advocate  to 
plead  for  them ;  but  being  wretched,  would 
remain  fo,  with  this  Aggravation  of  Mifery, 
that  there  would  be  no  one  to  commiferate 
their  Cafe.  But  what  AttraSUon  is  in  the  na¬ 
tural  World,  the  Caufe  of  Cohefion,  or  of 

hold- 
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holding  the  different  Parts  together ;  the  fame 
is  Companion  in  the  moral  World.  It  is  the 
fecret  and  invifible  Tie  of  Nature,  which  con- 
neds  Power  with  Subjedion,  Wealth  with  Po¬ 
verty,  and  Eafe  with  Afflidion.  For  it  ftreng- 
thens  the  Client’s  Dependance  on  the  Patron, 
gives  the  Neceffitous  an  Hold  on  the  Benefac¬ 
tor,  and  procures  the  Unhappy  a  Friend  — 
within  our  Bofom. 


But  the  Wifdom  of  Providence  is  not  more 
admirable  in  diffufing  fo  generous  an  Affedion 
thro’  human  Nature,  than  in  adjufting  the 
Meafure  and  Degree  of  it  to  the  Purpofes, 
which  it  was  intended  to  ferve.  For  that, 
which  is  moft  neceffary  to  uphold  the  Species, 
has  the  greateft  Care  taken  of  it.  The  lirong- 
eft  Companion  is  that  of  the  Mother  towards 
her  Infant.  I  his  is  fo  univerlal,  as  to  form 
the  Judgment  of  Solomon  in  the  famous  Caufe 
between  the  two  Harlots.  Here  all  other  Evi¬ 
dence  was  wanting ;  but,  by  feigning  a  fud- 
den  Cruelty  towards  the  Child,  the  Judge  im¬ 
mediately  difcovered  the  natural  Parent  by  na¬ 
tural  Affedion.  There  are,  again,  fome  Cafes 
of  extreme  Danger,  which  call  for  immediate 
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Adidance  from  the  next  charitable  Hand,  and 
will  admit  of  no  Delay,  but  fet  afide  all  ab- 
fent  Claims,  how  great  foever  may  be  the 
Obligations.  And  how  kindly  has  Nature  pro¬ 
vided  againd  fuch  Exigencies,  by  planting, 
even  in  the  Bread  of  Strangers,  fo  drong  a 
Compaflion,  that  they  fhall  oftentimes  dep  in¬ 
to  the  Place  of  the  neared  Relations  and  Friends ! 
You  cannot  here  avoid  recollecting  the  good 
1  Samaritan ,  who,  tho’  an  Enemy  to  the  un¬ 
fortunate  yew,  that  had  fallen  into  the  mer- 
cilefs  Hands  of  Robbers,  yet  knowing  and  feel¬ 
ing,  that  the  Impredions  of  Humanity  were 
not  to  be  effaced  by  Differences  of  Religion, 
he  has  Companion  on  his  Fellow-Creature, 
binds  up  his  Wounds,  pouring  in  Oil  and 
Wine,  fets  him  on  his  own  Bead,  brings  him 
to  an  Inn,  and  takes  Care  of  him. 


In  thefe,  and  the  like  Cafes,  the  natural 
AffeCtion  is  powerful,  and  fometimes  remark¬ 
ably  providential,  as  in  the  Prefervation  of 
Mofes  in  his  Infancy,  who  owed  to  the  gene¬ 
rous  Compaffion  of  2  Pharaoh' s  Daughter,  not 
only  his  Deliverance,  Sudenance,  and  Educa¬ 
tion,  but  the  Power  and  Authority,  which, 
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under  God,  he  afterwards  attained  to,  ot  refcu- 
ing  his  People  from  Idolatry.  But  in  all  other 
Cafes,  where  the  Relation  is  not  clofe,  or  Dan¬ 
ger  great,  or  Neceffity  vifible,  the  Paffion 
abates  proportionably  of  its  F orce ;  but  ftill 
retains  fufhcient  to  anfwer  the  general  Ends  of 
Providence,  if  Men  do  not  induftrioufly  flifle 
their  natural  Refentments.  But  as  the  Appe¬ 
tite  may  be  depraved,  and  loft  by  Intempe¬ 
rance,  fo  the  AffeCtions  may  be  altered,  and 
even  extinguifhed  by  vicious  Habits.  A  bad 
Man  may  divert  himfelf  even  of  his  Nature, 
and  he  has  effectively  done  this,  who  is  not 
moved  with  another’s  Mifery.  He  is  no  lon¬ 
ger  of  our  Species.  He  may  retain  the  out¬ 
ward  Form  and  Lineaments  of  a  Man,  but 
within  he  is  contrary  to  Nature,  not  having  an 
Heart  of  Flejb ,  but  of  Marble ,  unfufceptible 
of  tender  Imprefiions. 

But  hitherto  we  have  confidered  Compaf- 
lion  only  as  an  animal  AffeCtion.  This,  under 
the  ConduCt  of  Judgment  and  Confcience,  is 
a  true  Principle  of  ACtion  ;  but  left  entirely  to 
itfelf,  like  other  Paftions,  it  may  rather  b* 
called  a  Weaknefs,  than  a  Perfection.  For, 

without  proper  Directions,  it  may  light  upon 
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wrong  Objects,  or  purfue  right  ones  out  of 
Order,  or  beyond  Meafure.  And  how  often 
do  we  fee  the  good-natured  milled  by  theTen- 
dernefs  of  this  PalTion  to  do  Things,  which 
they  cannot  approve  of?  Being  unable  to  re¬ 
fill  Importunities,  they  are  too  eafily  prevailed 
on,  by  a  falfe  Compaffion,  to  recommend  the 
Unworthy,  to  encourage  the  Idle,  or  to  let 
the  Offender  efcape  with  Impunity.  Thefe 
are  Evils  very  prejudicial  to  Society,  which 
would  not  follow  from  Compaffion  guided  by 
Reafon  and  Religion.  Under  tbefe  Influences, 
the  Affedtion  would  not  be  lefs  ftrong,  but 
lefs  unfteady,  and  more  fecure  of  its  prin¬ 
cipal  End,  the  general  Good  of  Mankind. 
For  Reafon  changes  the  Palfion  into  a  Virtue, 
and  Religion  improves  it  into  a  Chriftian 
Grace,  making  it  Matter  of  ftridt  and  indif- 
penfible  Duty.  To  explain  this  more  fully. 

In  the  firft  Place,  Reafon  points  out  the 
Object,  diftinguiffies  the  Order,  and  regulates 
the  Bounds ;  difcovers  what  Compaffion  is  due 
to  our  Country,  Parents,  Families,  Relations, 
and  Acquaintance ;  to  thofe  particularly  who 
have  obliged  us,  or  been  of  Ufe  and  Service  to 
us ;  fficws  what  Degree  of  Pity  is  due  to  thofe, 
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who  by  no  MilconduCt  of  their  own,  but  by 
fome  of  the  unavoidable  Accidents  of  human 
Life,  are  reduced  to  Diftrefs ;  and  what  De¬ 
gree  of  Companion  to  fuch  as  are  now  mife- 
rable,  but  have  before  been  happy,  (it  being 
no  fmall  Aggravation  of  Mifery,  not  to  have 
been  accuftomed  to  it)  and  convinces  us  all  in 
general,  by  Experience,  that  we  are  Fellow- 
creatures,  liable  to  the  fame  Infirmities,  to  the 
fame  Misfortunes,  and  to  the  fame  Wants  ; 
and  therefore,  that  we  have  all  of  us  Reafon 
to  exercife  that  Compafiion,  which  no  Man 
knows  but,  in  the  Courfe  of  Things,  he  may, 
fooner  or  later,  ftand  in  need  of  himfelf. 

I  n  the  next  Place,  Religion  comes  in  to  the 
Support  of  Reafon,  to  ftrengthen  the  Obliga¬ 
tions  of  Nature,  by  enforcing  what  is  reafon- 
able  in  itfelf,  with  the  pofitive  Injunctions  of 
a  Superior,  who  has  an  infinite  Authority  over 
us,  to  command  our  Obedience,  from  his  hav¬ 
ing  created,  preferved,  and  redeemed  us.  As 
Creator,  he  has '  made  of  one  Blood  all  Nations 
of  Men ,  for  to  dwell  together  on  all  the  Face  of 
the  Earth ,  and  therefore  commanded  us  not 
to  2  hide  ourf elves  from  our  own  Flefh ,  not  to 
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1  put  up  our  Bowels,  but  to  1  pew  Mercy  and 
Companions  every  Man  to  his  Brother.  As  our 
Preserver,  he  is  daily  pouring  down  his  Bene¬ 
fits  upon  us,  and  laying  us  under  infinite  Obli¬ 
gations  ;  which  Debt  of  Gratitude,  we  have  no 
polfible  Way  of  fhewing  a  greater  Regard  to, 
than  by  communicating  the  like  Benefits  to  our 
Fellow-creatures,  in  Imitation  of  the  Divine 
Goodnefs  to  ourfelves ;  and  therefore  he  has 
commanded  us  to  be  3  merciful ,  even  as  your 
Bather  alfo  is  merciful.  As  our  moft  gracious 
Redeemer,  he  has  conftituted  a  new  Relation 
among  Chriftians,  made  us  Members  of  the 
fame  fpiritual  Body,  Parts  of  each  other,  and 
infpired  us  with  new  Life  and  Affections  in 
Chrift  Jefus  our  Head.  We  have  4  one  Lord , 
one  Faith ,  one  Baptifm,  are  one  Body ,  and  one 
Spirit ,  and  have  one  Hope  of  our  Calling ,  and, 
in  Confequence  of  this  moft  intimate  Relation, 
we  are  commanded  5  to  fuffer  with  our  Fel¬ 
low-members,  6  to  weep  with  them  that  weepy 
1  to  remember  thofe  who  are  in  Bonds,  as  bound 
with  them ,  8  and  to  put  on,  as  the  Eleffi  of 
God,  holy  and  beloved.  Bowels  of  Mercy,  9  to 
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be  pitiful ,  1  kind  one  to  another ,  _  and  tender¬ 
hearted.  — And  thefe  pofitive  Injunctions  are 
fupported  by  the  Sandion  of  future  Rewards 
and  Punifhments,  by  the  ftrongeft  Motives  of 
Fear  and  Hope ;  it  being  declared  on  one  Side, 
that  he  fhall  have  2  Judgment  without  Mer¬ 
cy  ^  who  fheweth  no  Mercy ,  and,  on  the  other, 
that  the  minuteft  Ad  ot  Com  pall  ion,  even  a 
3  Cup  of  cold  Water,  given  to  a  Difciple  for 
the  Sake  of  Chrift,  pall  not  lofe  its  Reward. 
And  finally,  to  fhew  that  our  Lord  requires 
herein  nothing  of  us,  but  what  he  pradiied 
himfelf,  we  read  frequently  of  his  being  mov ed 
with  Companion — at  the  Sight  of  the  <  Multi¬ 
tude  having  nothing  to  eat  \  to  whom  he  gave 

Food,  left  they  Jhould  faint  in  the  Way  ; - on 

various  other  Occasions,  at  the  Sight  of  the 
Lame,  the  Blind,  and  the  Sick  ;  to  whom  he 
gave  Limbs,  and  Eyes,  and  Health  and  here, 
at  the  Sight  of  the  complicated  Mifery  of  Je- 
rufalem ,  when,  the  Meafure  of  their  Iniquity 
being  filled  up,  it  became  too  late,  and  his 
Compafiion  could  have  no  other  Effect,  it 
dilTolved  into  Tears. 
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Let  1  the  fame  Mind  then  he  in  you,  isohich 
was  in  Chrifi  Jefus ,  and  it  will  not  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  excite  your  Compaffion  towards  thofe 
Objects,  which  I  am  now,  in  the  fecond  Place, 
to  reprefent  to  you. 

II.  But  it  may  not  be  improper  to  premile 
a  few  general  Obfervations  on  Hofpitals  and 
Infirmaries,  the  Sanctuaries  of  the  Diftreffed. 
And  here  I  cannot  but  congratulate  this  great 
City,  on  its  excellent  Foundations  of  Charity. 
The  Number  of  its  Inhabitants,  Splendor  of 
its  publick  Buildings,  Extenfivenefs  of  its  Com¬ 
merce,  and  Wealth  of  its  Merchants,  are  evi¬ 
dent  Signs  of  its  Greatnefs :  But  it  is  in  thefe 
Houfes  of  Beneficence,  where  we  are  to  look 
for  the  Marks  of  its  Goodnefs ;  and  ffiould  a 
Stranger  enquire  into  the  Religion  of  this  Peo¬ 
ple,  if  they  had  nothing  more  to  produce, 
they  might  fhew  him  feveral  ancient  Monu¬ 
ments  of  the  Religion  of  their  Forefathers, 
Men  famous  in  their  Generations,  not  lefs  for 
their  Charities,  than  for  their  Riches.  But 
when  they  went  on  to  inform  him  of  the  daily 
Progrefs  of  thefe  Charities,  the  new  Edifices 
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erected  for  this  Purpofe,  the  Encreafe  of  Ob¬ 
jects  relieved,  and  the  Number  of  eminent 
Perfons  at  this  Time  zealoufty  engaged  in  this 
pious  Work,  without  any  other  View,  but  to 
promote  the  Glory  of  God,  and  the  publick 
Good ;  he  would  then  be  induced  to  believe, 
notwithftanding  all  that  has  been  licentioully 
faid  or  written  in  our  Times,  to  the  Difparage- 
ment  of  our  Faith,  that  there  mud  be  Reli¬ 
gion  dill  left  in  the  Hearts  of  this  People, 
when  it  exerts  itfelf  in  fuch  Ads  of  Piety  and 
Humanity. 

But  more  particularly,  as  to  the  Utility  of 
Infirmaries,  I  fhall  juft  mention  two  Advan¬ 
tages  ariftng  from  them,  -  which  are  very  con- 
ftderable. 

One  of  thefe  Advantages  is  the  training  up 
of  Students  in  the  feveral  Arts  of  Healing,  the 
acquainting  them  with  the  Nature  of  Difeafes, 
the  Differences  of  Conftitutions,  and  the  Force 
of  Medicines,  none  of  which  can  be  thorough¬ 
ly  underftood,  but  by  Experience,  founded  up¬ 
on  real  Cafes.  Theory  alone  is  not  fuflicient 
for  Practice.  And  where  can  they  have  great¬ 
er  Opportunities  of  gaining  this  Experience, 

than 
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than  in  thefe  Receptacles  of  the  Sick  and 
Wounded?  where  they  have  the  feveral  Cafes 
placed  together  under  their  Eye,  and  fee  how 
Diftempers  and  Conftitutions  vary,  what  Re¬ 
medies  fail,  and  what  fucceed.  And  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  the  Value  of  Health  is  the  Benefit, 
which  thePublick  receives  from  their  Improve¬ 
ments,  which  have  been  fo  great,  in  Chirurgi- 
cal  Operations  efpecially,  that  the  ableft  Pro¬ 
ficients  in  this  ufeful  Science,  are  to  be  found 
only  here,  and  in  thofe  Countries  where  flof- 
pitals  abound. 

The  other  Advantage  is,  the  Opportunity 
given  to  every  Subfcriber,  of  being  extenfively 
beneficent  at  an  ealy  Expence.  Which  of  you, 
having  a  Domeftick  maimed  or  fickened  in  his 
Service,  would  not  be  at  fome  confiderable 
Charge  to  procure  him  Relief?  And  could  he 
envy  nine  other  poor  Wretches,  under  the  like 
Misfortune,  partaking  of  the  fame  Benefit, 
when  his  own  Servant  has  even  better  Regi¬ 
men,  Attendance,  and  Advice  in  your  Infir¬ 
mary,  than  would  have  been  fupplied  by  a  fe- 
parate  Benefaction  ?  This  is  the  real  State  of 
the  Cafe,  upon  a  moderate  Eftimate.  What 
Satisfaction  then  mull  it  be  to  a  good  Man,  to 

D  be 
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be  put  into  this  Method  of  firetching  out  his 
.little  Fund  of  Charity,  fo  as  to  render  it  be¬ 
neficial  to  many ,  when,  without  this  Means, 
it  would  be  beneficial  only  to  one  f  This  is  a 
flrong  Inducement  to  prevail  on  the  Generous 
to  contribute  towards  enlarging  the  Founda¬ 
tion  of  your  Infirmary,  as  by  the  Reception  of 
more  Patients,  the  Expence,  upon  the  whole, 
would  be  proportionably  lefs. 

But  to  come  to  the  Objects  themfelves,. 
which  are  chiefly  poor  Manufacturers,  and  Sea¬ 
men  in  the  Merchants  Service,  difabled  by  Sick- 
nefs,  or  fractured  Limbs,  from  profecuting 
their  Livelihood.  Thefe  are  real  Objects  of 
Compaflion.  They  are  no  Counterfeits  in  Di- 
flrefs,  endeavouring,  by  a  feigned  Show  of 
Mifery,  to  extort  Charity.  No,  fuch  Impofi- 
tures  choofe  rather  to  wander  from  Door  to 
Door,  deceiving  the  creduloufly  Compaflion- 
ate.  They  come  not  near  your  Infirmary,  for 
Fear  of  Detection,  not  being  able  to  Hand  the 
Examination  of  the  Skilful.  All  who  refort  to 
your  Houfe  of  Mercy,  come  thither  for  what 
they  are  in  the  utmoft  Need  of,  Health  and 
Strength ;  and  if,  by  your  Bounty,  thefe  Blef- 
fings  be  reftored  to  them,  and  fhould  be  af¬ 
terwards 
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terwards  abufed  by  them — be  that  to  them- 
felves ; — your  Companion  cannot  be  mifapplied ; 
for  the  immediate  Good  you  do,  and  the  im¬ 
mediate  Neceffity  of  doing  it,  are  both  real. 

We  may  obferve  further  of  thefe  Objeds, 
that  they  are  not  only  unhappy,  but  would  be 
more  and  longer  fo,  but  for  your  charitable 
Aftiftance.  It  brings  no  fmall  Diftrefs  into  a 
poor  Family,  when  the  Supporter  of  it  is  dis¬ 
abled,  and  the  Family  quickly  reduced  to  the 
laft  1  Barrel  of  Meal ,  and  Crufe  of  Oil ,  and 
no  Supplies  to  be  had,  but  by  incurring  a  Debt, 
that  mu  ft  afterwards  be  difcharged  by  the  Sweat 
of  the  Brows.  But  this  is  not  fo  great  and 
lingring  a  Diftrefs,  as  when  that  Debt  is  in- 
creafed  by  fubfequent  Demands  for  Medicines 
and  Attendance,  far  exceeding  the  Sum  con- 
traded  for  the  Family’s  Support  during  the 
Patient’s  Illnefs.  In  this  Cafe,  the  poor  Man 
may  perhaps  recover  his  bodily  Health  in  a 
fhort  Time,  but  it  may  be  long  before  he  is 
reftored  to  his  former  Eafe  of  Mind.  For  i[ 
he  be  honeft  and  grateful,  he  cannot  but  be 
in  Pain,  not  to  fay  in  Fear,  ’till  thefe  Demands 
are  fatisfied, — and  yet  he  has  no  Means  of  fa- 

D  2  tisfying 
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tisfying  them,  but  by  the  Ufe  of  thofe  Hands, 
which  were  before  but  able  to  maintain  them- 
felves.  It  is  therefore  a  noble  Charity,  I  will 
not  fcruple  to  call  it  a  God-like  Act  in  you, 
to  afford  the  beft  human  Means  of  reftoring 
Health  and  Limbs,  expeCting  nothing  more  in 
Return,  than  what  God  requires  for  the  Mer¬ 
cies  vouchfafed  to  his  Creatures,  a  thankful 
Acknowledgment,  and  due  Improvement  of 
the  Affliction.  This  is  truly  giving  a  Chriftian 
Reception  to  the  Poor,  the  Sick,  and  the 
Maimed,  to  which  our  Saviour  has  promifed  a 
Reward  from  him,  who  can  reward  you  amply. 

1  For  thefe ,  fays  he,  cannot  recotnpenfe  thee , 
hut  thou  palt  be  recompenfed  at  the  Refur  recli  on 
of  the  Juft. 

We  may  obferve  dill  further  of  thefe  Ob¬ 
jects,  that  they  are  fuch  as  merit  your  parti¬ 
cular  Attention.  I  here  add  refs  myfelf  to  thofe 
among  you,  who  are  concerned  in  Trade.  For 
tho’  the  Rich  and  Profperous  are  all  indebted 
to  the  Labour  and  Induftry  of  the  Poor,  for 
the  Supply  both  of  their  real  and  imaginary 
Wants;  and  confequently  obliged  to  relieve 
them  in  Diftrefsj  yet  the  poor  Artificers  and 

*  Luke  XIV.  14. 
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Seamen  in  Trading  Veffels,  feem  to  claim  your 
more  peculiar  Regard.  For  tho’  they  are  not 
your  Domefticks,  or  it  may  be  within  your 
Sight,  yet,  conlidering  you  as  a  Commercial 
Society,  they  are  employed  in  your  Service. 
Their  Hands  are  made  to  do  your  Work,  their 
Shoulders  to  bear  your  Burthens,  and  it  is  but 
a  fmall  Pittance  of  the  Profits,  which  remains 
in  their  Hands;  the  larger  Gains  are  yours. 
If  then  they  fink  under  their  Load,  by  Sick- 
nefs,  or  other  Accidents,  can  you  help  refund¬ 
ing  a  fmall  Part  of  that  Wealth,  which  they 
have  been  inftrumental  in  acquiring,  towards 
enabling  them  to  be  further  ufeful  to  you. 
This,  Juftice  and  Gratitude  might  require  at 

your  Hands. - -But  your  known  Generality 

is  fuch,  that  you  want  no  other  Confideration, 
but  that  of  Charity,  nor  any  other  Motive,  but 
that  of  Compafilon. 

To  conclude  with  a  fhort  Exhortation  to 
all  thofe,  whom  God  hath  enabled  to  be  cha¬ 
ritable.  Acknowledge  that  good  Providence, 
which  has  eafed  you  of  the  heavy  Toils,  griev¬ 
ous  Difappointments,  and  fad  Anxieties  of 
Life,  by  furnifhing  you  with  all  the  Necefla- 
ries,  Conveniences,  and  Elegancies  of  this 

i  '  World  | 
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World;  and  has  either  given  you  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  Enjoyment  of  Health ;  or  1  made ,  as  the 
Pfalmift  fays,  all  your  Bed  in  your  Sicknefs , 
Jlrengthening  the  Bed  of  languijhing  with  all  the 
Comforts  that  Friends  can  adminifter,  and  all 
the  Remedies  that  Nature  and  Art  have  pro¬ 
vided.  Refled,  at  the  lame  Time,  on  the  op- 
poflte  Situation  of  the  Poor,  who  are  deftitute 
of  all  thefe  Advantages.  Confider  their  Hard- 
fhips  and  Wants,  and  fenflble  of  the  happy 
Diftindion  that  Providence  has  made  in  your 
Favour,  fhew  yourfelves  worthy  of  that  Di- 
ftindion,  by  being  not  lefs  Good  than  Great, 
nor  lefs  Beneficent  than  Wealthy.  Think  not 
that  you  have  an  exclufive  Property  in  thefe 
Blefiings,  independent  of  the  Will  of  your 
Lord  and  Mafter,  but  look  up  to  Jefus,  the 
Source  of  all  your  Happinefs ;  and  alk  your¬ 
felves  what  Returns  he  expeds  for  his  Mercies. 
His  gracious  Promife  of  accepting  every  Ad  of 
Benevolence  towards  the  Indigent  as  done  to 
himfelf,  and  his  whole  Life  and  Adions  are 
a  Demon  fixation  of  the  charitable  Difpofitions 
he  requires  of  his  Difciples.  Nor  can  you  for¬ 
get,  that  for  our  Sakes  he  became  a  *  Man  of 
Sorrows ,  and  acquainted  with  Grief ;  and  filed 
2  not 
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not  only  his  Tears,-  but  his  Blood  for  us,  re¬ 
commending  to  us,  in  his  laft  Moments,  *  to 
love  one  another,  as  he  loved  us.  In  Gratitude 
then  for  what  he  has  done  and  fuffered  for  us, 
in  Compliance  with  his  dying  Requeft,  and 
in  Imitation  of  his  Tendernefs,  look  down  with 
Compaffion  on  thefe  Objects,  oppreffed  at  the 
lame  Time  with  Poverty  and  Sicknels.  Pity 
their  Sighs  and  Groans.  Conlider  how  much 
more  a  blejfed  it  is  to  give  than  to  receive ;  and 
then,  as  every  Man  is  difpofed  in  his  Heart, 

lo  let  him  encourage  thefe  ufeful  and  neceflary 
Charities.  7 

*  J°hn  XIIL  34*  ?  Ms  XX.  3j». 


Such  Perfons  as  arc  inclined  to  encourage  and  promote  fo 
laudable  a  Work,  are  defined  to  fend  their  Subfcriptions 
or  Benefactions  to  Mef.  Minors  and  Boldero,  Bankers, 
in  Lombard-ftreet,  who  will  give  proper  Receipts  for 
the  fame.  And  any  Perfon  inclined,  by  his  lajl  Will  to 
bequeath  a  Legacy  to  this  Charity,  is  defined  to  do  it  in 
the  following  Manner ,  viz. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  A.  B.  and  C.  D. 
the  Sum  oj  upon  T rujl ,  and  to  the  Intent 

that  they ,  or  one  of  them ,  do  pay  the  fame  to  the  Trea - 
furer ,  or  cTreafurersfor  the  lime  being ,  of  the  Society 
of  the  Governors  of  the  London  Hofpital  or  Infirmary, 
for  the  Relief  of  all  Sick  and  Difeafed  Perfons ,  and 
'in  particular ,  Manufacturers ,  Seamen  in  Merchant - 
Service ,  their  JPives  and  Children  $  which  faid  Sum 
cf  I  defire  may  be  applied  towards  carry¬ 

ing  on  the  charitable  Defigns  of  the  faid  Society . 


(  32  ) 


ACCOUNT 

OF  THE 

Rise,  Progress,  and  State 

OF  THE 

L  0  ND  0  N-H  0  S  P  I  ? A  L, 

Or,  INFIRMARY, 


Supported  by  Charitable  and  Voluntary  Subscrip¬ 
tion,  for  the  Relief  of  all  Sick  and  Difeafed  Perfons, 
and  in  particular  Manufacturers,  Seamen  in  Mer¬ 
chant-Service,  and  their  Wives  and  Children  j 
from  the  Firft  Institution  on  the  3d  of  November \ 

1740,  to  the  17th  of  March ,  1748-9,  inclufive. 

HE  Hospital  hmPrefcot-Street,  Goodman' s-Fields,  and  Situation. 

now  confifts  of  four  Houfes,  properly  fitted  up  with  10c 
Beds,  for  the  Reception  of  Patients. 

The  Society  for  carrying  on  this  laudable  Undertaking  General 
confilts  of  a  Prefident,  two  Vice-Prefidents,  and  a  Trea  -Frame,  and 
furer,  annually  elected  out  of  the  moil  confiderable  Be-  Regulation  of 
.  .  nefactors  to  this  Charity,  and  of  fuch  Perfons  who  by  f^ls  Society, 

giving  a  Benefaction  of  Thirty  Guineas  or  more  at  one  Time,  become 
Governors  mr  Life ;  and  thofe  who  fubfcribe  five  Guineas  or  more  a 
*  ear.  Governors  during  fuch  Subfcription. 

E  1  A 


General 
Court . 


Uoufe-Ccm- 

viittee. 


Committee  of 
Accounts. 


Phyfcal  Com 
mittee. 


Vi  ft  tor  si 


Apothecary . 
Chaplain. 


(  33  ) 

A  General  Court  of  Governors  is  held  in  the  Months  of  March ,  June , 
September ,  and  December ,  to  take  the  Report  of  the  Committees,  eledt  a 
Houfe-Committee  for  the  enfuing  Quarter,  infpecd  Accounts,  and  tran- 
fa6t  fuch  other  Bufinefs  as  may  then  be  laid  before  them.  The  Anniver- 
fary  Fead  of  this  Charity  is  held  between  the  18th  of  March  and  the  lad: 
Day  of  Aprils  when  a  printed  Account  of  the  General  State  of  the  Hof 
pital ,  the  Number  of  Patients  receiv’d  and  difcharg’d,  and  an  Abftrad:  of 
the  Accounts  for  the  Year  pad,  is  laid  before  them. 

A  Houfe  Committee  of  thirteen  Governors  is  appointed  at  every 
General  Quarterly  Court,  who  at  their  fird  Meeting  eledf  a  Chair¬ 
man  to  prelide  for  the  Quarter.  Four  of  the  Committee  take  the  fird: 
Month,  Four  the  next,  and  Fourthe  lad  Month ofthe  faid  Quarter. 

Thele  Meetings  are  at  the  Hofpital ,  on  Tuefdays  weekly,  at  Eleven  in 
the  Forenoon,  to  Receive  and  Difmifs  Patients,  to  Order  and  Infpe<£t 
the  Provifions  and  Furniture  fent  in,  to  Order  any  Neceffaries  that  may 
be  wanting,  and  to  Examine  and  Regulate  the  Conduct  of  the  Servants 
and  Patients  in  the  Hofpital.  All  Governors  that  pleafe  to  attend,  have  a 
Vote  at  this  Committee,  and  their  Attendance  will  be  edeemed  a  Favour. 

A  Committee  of  Accounts,  confiding  of  twelve  Governors,  is  ap¬ 
pointed  at  the  General  Quarterly  Court  in  June ,  for  one  Year,  who  meet 
at  the  Hofpital  once  a  Quarter,  to  Receive,  Examine,  and  Audit  Tradef- 
mens  Bills,  which  are  condantly  paid  by  the  Treafurer  within  a  Fortnight 
after ;  which  Accounts  are  kept  in  a  Regular  Mercantile  Manner,  and 
open  at  all  Times  for  the  Infpecdion  of  the  Governors. 

A  Phyfical  Committee,  confiding  of  twelve  Governors,  is  appointed 
at  every  General  Quarterly  Court,  out  of  the  Phyficians,  Surgeons, 
Apothecaries,  Druggids,  and  Chemids  of  this  Hofpital ,  who  meet  once 
a  Month,  or  oftner  as  Occafion  requires,  to  Examine  the  Medicines  and 
Drugs  brought  into  the  Difpenfary,  and  none  are  differed  to  be  ufed 
without  their  Approbation. 

Two  Governors  are  appointed  Vifitors  by  the  Houfe  Committee,  for 
one  Fortnight,  to  attend  twice  a  Week,  or  oftner,  if  they  think  proper, 
to  infpecd  into  the  Management  and  Condudl  of  the  Houfe,  during  the 
Interval  of  the  Meetings  of  the  Houfe-Committee. 

Three  Phyficians  attend  alternately,  a  Surgeon  in  Ordinary  daily, 
and  an  Affidant  Surgeon  occasionally,  from  Eleven  o’Clock  till  One, 
without  Fee  or  Reward,  and  give  their  Advice  and  Affidance  to  all  fuch 
Objects  as  come  within  thofe  Hours,  whether  Recommended  or  Acci¬ 
dental.  Two  Surgeons  Extraordinary,  attend  in  Confultation,  in  all 
dangerous  Cafes. 

An  Apothecary  condantly  refides  at  the  Hofpital ,  who  Compounds  and 
Difpenfcs  all  Medicines  ufed  there,  andfolely  attends  the  Bufinefs  thereof. 

A  Clergyman  of  the  Church  of  Efigland  reads  Prayers,  and  performs 
the  other  Duties  of  his  Fun&ion,  at  the  Hofpital. 
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A  Steward ,  (for  whofe  Fidelity  proper  Security  is  given)  has  the  Charge  Steward. 
of  the  Houfe  and  Furniture,  keeps  an  Account  of  every  Thing  brought 
to  or  expended  in  the  Houfe,  and  fubjects  the  fame  to  the  Examination  of 
the  Victors,  and  Houfe-Committee,  and  has  the  Infpection  like  wife  of  the 
Conduct  of  all  the  Men-Servants. — TwoMatronshave  the  Direction  of  the  Matrons. 
Nurfes  and  other  Women-Servants,  and  fee  the  Diet  and  Medicines  admi- 
niftred  according  to  Order. — Under  them,  are  Nurfes,  and  Watchers,  in  Nurfes , 
Proportion  to  the  Number  of  Patients,  who  are  guided  by  written  Orders  Watchers . 
to  prevent  any  Mifconduct.  Proper  Diet  for  the  Patients  has  been  fettled 
by  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  engaged  in  this  Charity,  and  is  fixed  up  in 
the  Wards  for  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Patients  and  their  Friends. 

No  Officers  or  Servants  are  permitted  upon  Pain  of  Expulfion  to  take 
of  any  Tradefmen,  Patients,  or  other  Perfons,  any  Fee,  Reward  or 
Gratuity  of  any  kind,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  any  Service  done,  or  to 
be  done,  on  Account  of  this  Hofpital. 

Every  Governor  is  intitled  to  fend  one  In-Patient  at  a  Time,  and  Out-  Governors. 
Patients  without  Limitation.  Subfcribers  of  fmaller  Sums  may  like- 
wife  fend  what  Number  of  Out-Patients  they  pleafe.  All  Subfcriptions 
are  during  Pleafure,  and  any  frnall  Sums  from  well-difpofed  Perfons  will 
be  thankfully  received  and  acknowledged  but  in  order  to  carry  on  this 
Undertaking,  all  Perfons  are  defired  to  pay  their  Subfcription  at  the 
Time  of  Subfcribing. 

The  Poor  Objects,  recommended  as  In-Patients,  are  received  at  any  Proper  Ob- 
Hour  without  Difficulty  or  Expence,  (except  in  Venereal  Cafes  which  iefis. 
require  Salivation)  and  are  fupply’d  with  Advice,  Medicine,  Diet,  Walk¬ 
ing,  Lodging,  and  every  comfortable  A ffiftance  during  their  Cure  ;  nor  is 
any  Security  required  againfl  future  Contingencies,  they  being,  in  cafe  of 
Death,  buried  at  the  Expence  of  the  Charity,  if  not  removed  by  their 
Friends.  All  Out-Patients  have  Advice  and  Medicines  adminiftred  from 
Eleven  ’till  One  No  Perfons  with  incurable  or  infectious  Difiempers,  or 
of  known  Ability  to  pay  for  their  Cure,  are  admitted  to  partake  of  this 
Charity. 

All  Accidents,  whether  recommended  or  not,  are  re- Accidents 
ceived  at  any  Hour  of  the  Day  or  Night.  always  re- 

0  ceived. 

This  is  the  Plan  of  our  Proceedings,  and  tho’  this  Work  has  fubfilted  but 
eight  Years,  yet  fuch  has  been  the  extraordinary  Encouragement  given  to 
it,  by  Numbers  of  Diftinguifhed  Humanity,  that  we  have  the  Satisfaction  to 
affine  the  Publick,  that  fince  the  3d  of  November ,  1740,  it  has  pleafed  God 
to  blefs  us  with  fuch  Succefs,  that  more  than  40,000  diftreffed  Objects  have 
been  Relieved  at  the  London- Ho fpital\  and  from  Labouring  under  the  Op- 
preffion  of  fome  of  the  moll  malignant  Difeafes,  and  unhappy  Accidents, 
have  been  reinftated  in  their  Honefi  and  Indufirious  Capacities  of  Working, 
whereby  the  Publick  again  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  their  Labour, and  they,  and 
their  poor  Families,  are  preferved  from  perifhing,  and  prevented  from  being 
a  confiant  Incumbrance  to  the  Community,  And,  notwithstanding  the 
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great  Number  of  Objedts  relieved  by  this  Charity,  it  has  not  lefiened  the 
Number  of  Patients  relieved  by  other  Hofpitals. 

The  Subfcribers  are  defired  to  take  Notice,  that  if  any  Patients  do  not 
conform  to  the  Rules  of  the  Houfe,  or  are  guilty  of  any  Mifbehaviour,  they 
will  be  difcharged,  and  never  more  relieved  by  this  Charity. 

The  admitting  of  In-Patients  troubled  with  Afthmatic  and 
Confumptive  Diforders  having  been  found  greatly  prejudicial 
to  themfelves,  all  Governors  are  defired  not  to  recommend 
any  fuch  as  In-Patients  ■,  they  being  more  capable  of  Relief 
as  Out-Patients. 
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